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Light and Vision

T he Bible speaks of both physical light and spiritual light as exten-
sions of God’s presence with us. In the beginning, God divided 

light from darkness and placed two visible lights in our sky, the greater 
one to shine during the day, and the lesser one to illuminate the night 
(Gen. 1:3–5). At the end of the Bible, we read about New Jerusalem, 
the city that has no night because the Lamb is its light (Rev. 21:23). 
Just as we know from the Scriptures that God is love, we also know that 
God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). Yet, we 
live in a place where darkness still exists, both physically and spiritually.

In the first chapter of his gospel account, the apostle John explains 
how Jesus, the firstborn of God’s creation, was the source of both phys-
ical and spiritual light. “All things were made through Him, and with-
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out Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the 
life was the light of men” (John 1:3–4).

We are indeed wonderfully made of particles of light energy orig-
inating from the Father through the Son. This divine light energy is 
continuously imparted on all living things through photosynthesis, a 
chemical reaction that exchanges God’s light energy into physical mat-
ter. The food chain then transfers this energy to our bodies so we can 
say we are made of His light energy. All living things on earth carry the 
manufacturer’s insignia.

While physical light is necessary for physical life forms to exist, 
spiritual light is required to illuminate our heart to reveal the broken 
connection between man and God. John tells us that Christ in flesh 
became the true Light that shines in our darkness. The mission of the 
Son of God was to share His spiritual light with us. We are like a light 
bulb that needs to be a part of a closed electrical circuit with its energy 
source in order to shine its light. Jesus came to restore the broken con-
nection, the sin gap, in our spiritual circuitry. When we connect to Je-
sus, the Light of the world, we also become conduits of God’s radiance.

“I Am the Light of the World” (John 8)

Jesus was sitting in the temple courtyard teaching the people when 
the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. 
This event was intended to test Jesus’s support of the Mosaic law that 
commanded such a woman to be stoned. To everyone’s amazement, 
Jesus responded by stooping down and writing on the ground with 
His finger something that caught the woman’s accusers by surprise. We 
have no record of the words Jesus wrote, but we know the impact they 
had on the people involved.

When Jesus invited the one without sin to cast the first stone on 
the woman, all the scribes and Pharisees left the scene one by one, be-
ginning from the oldest to the youngest. Finally, Jesus and the woman 
were left alone in the courtyard of the temple. Jesus asked, “Woman, 
where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?”

“No one, Lord.”
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“Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more.” (John 8:10–11)
The woman who had been publicly shamed, deemed guilty, and 

targeted for death by stoning experienced the light of God restoring 
her spiritual circuitry. The man who had saved her life from physi-
cal death had also forgiven her sin. The law of Moses was all she had 
known, but this man’s words were grace and truth. He had silenced 
the Pharisees with an authority greater than theirs—and He had pro-
nounced her free from condemnation.

She felt the stares of the people on her back as she bowed on the 
ground before this amazing rabbi. Then she quietly slipped away, with 
the light of God dawning in her spirit. 

After the woman left, the crowd at the temple gathered around Je-
sus again to hear His teaching. It is at this moment Jesus first revealed 
His divine dimension as the Light of the world by saying, “I am the 
light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
have the light of life” (John 8:12).

The Healing of the Man Born Blind (John 9)

On another occasion, Jesus and His disciples were walking on a 
road near Jerusalem when they saw a man who was blind from birth. 
The disciples asked Jesus if the man’s blindness was the result of his 
own or his parents’ sins. Jesus said no one’s sin was the cause for the 
man’s condition. Instead, He attributed the man’s blindness to a greater 
purpose: “that the works of God should be revealed in him” (John 8:3).

To this, Jesus added, “I must work the works of Him who sent Me 
while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world” (John 9:4–5).

This is the second time Jesus identified Himself as equal to Yahweh 
by describing Himself as the light.

Then Jesus spat on the ground and made clay with His saliva and 
anointed the eyes of the blind man with the mixture. This act was 
imbedded in a traditional belief of Jesus’s time that the spittle of a 
holy man had power to heal infirmity. The blind man, who lived at 
the mercy of the members of the community, accepted this anointing 
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and followed the directions Jesus gave him to “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam,” (John 8:7, paraphrase) even if he didn’t know who Jesus was. 

The pool of Siloam was a well-known freshwater reservoir inside 
the city of Jerusalem. It was fed by water flowing through the tunnel 
King Hezekiah had masterminded seven hundred years prior in order 
to keep the inhabitants of Jerusalem alive during an enemy siege. This 
remarkable hand-carved tunnel underneath the city brought life-giving 
water from the spring of Gihon outside the city to the inside of the 
city. Hezekiah’s tunnel continued to supply water in the pool of Siloam 
during Jesus’s time and beyond.

The name Siloam means “sent.” Just like Hezekiah had purposed 
the water to be sent to this pool to give life, Jesus sent the man born 
blind to wash his mud-covered eyes in the water of this special pool. 
Even though the man could not see, his familiarity with the paved 
streets of Jerusalem combined perhaps with a wooden cane to aid his 
travel, he found his way to the pool. 

His obedience to Jesus’s request resulted in a miracle that was the 
first of its kind in biblical record. Immediately after washing his eyes, 
the blind man’s eyes opened, light began to shine into his physical 
darkness and illuminate the world around him—the world he had pre-
viously only known by hearing, touching, smelling, and tasting.

The blind man’s life had been fundamentally altered due to his con-
genital visual impairment. Darkness had been his constant companion 
since birth and hindered him from learning a trade and participating 
in the community as an equal member. He was doomed to be a beg-
gar. The medical diagnosis for his blindness could have been an optic 
nerve that didn’t attach properly to the back of the eye, a birth defect, 
a disease his mother had contracted while pregnant with him and that 
destroyed a critical part of his visual system, or an infection that went 
untreated at the time of his birth.

Whatever the cause of the man’s blindness may have been, only a 
miracle could have restored his vision. Jesus demonstrated His healing 
power by restoring the broken physical connection in the intricate net-
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work of specialized cells that make up our sensory organ responsible 
for receiving light.

This miracle was foreshadowed in the Old Testament as a sign 
pointing to the works the Messiah would do on earth. “The Lord opens 
the eyes of the blind” (Ps. 146:8), and “The eyes of the blind shall be 
opened” (Isa. 35:5).

The aftermath of this miracle is a testimony to the darkness of men’s 
minds and souls. When the man returned from the pool of Siloam able 
to see, the neighbors and those who recognized him as the beggar on 
the road said to each other, “Is not this he who sat and begged?” 

Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”
The healed man declared, “I am he.”
The curious crowd now wanted to know how his eyes were opened. 

He answered, “A man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and 
said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, 
and I received sight.”

Then they said to him, “Where is He?”
He answered, “I do not know” (John 9:8–12).
The people witnessed a healing miracle in the life of the man born 

blind. They heard his testimony. But their response did not show awe, 
wonderment, joy, thanksgiving, or any other positive emotion toward 
the former beggar. Quite the contrary, the crowd seemed irritated and 
hostile over the irregularity of this incident that took place on the Sab-
bath. 

The group that had gathered around the healed man took him 
to the council of Pharisees to be questioned again about the miracle. 
When they heard that Jesus had put clay mixed with His spit on the 
blind man’s eyes and asked him to go wash in the pool of Siloam, the 
rulers were outraged and cried out, “This Man is not from God, be-
cause He does not keep the Sabbath” (John 9:16).

The spiritual darkness of the Pharisees was evident to the formerly 
blind man after hours of angry accusations, threats, condemnation, 
and spiteful words. The man born blind who had been rejected be-
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fore his healing miracle was excommunicated from the Jewish religious 
community after he received his sight. 

Afterward, Jesus came to the man whose eyes He had opened, con-
nected him spiritually with the Father, and received his worship.

d
The study of the physical phenomenon we call light has yielded 

many interesting discoveries. For a long time, physicists could not 
agree if light was particles or energy. Albert Einstein made the study of 
light the centerpiece of his life. His radical insights into the nature of 
light led the way to the current thinking about light being both parti-
cles called photons and wave energy. Einstein presented the idea that 
if we could travel on a beam of light speeding at the physical constant 
measured at 299,792,458 meters per second, time would merge into a 
single zone where past, present, and future coexist.

Interestingly, the writer of the letter to the Hebrews expressed the 
presence of Jesus with similar words: “Jesus is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever” (Heb. 13:8).

For light to exist, there must be a body that emits radiant energy. 
Conventional light sources like a fire or a star spread out photons ran-
domly in all directions through spontaneous emission. But in 1960, 
Theodore H. Maiman developed a new way of generating light en-
ergy. His innovation was the laser, light amplification by stimulated 
emission of radiation. The photons in a laser beam are concentrated, 
traveling in phase and in the same direction.

The ability to control the strength and the direction of light parti-
cles soon led to lasers being used in a variety of industrial applications. 
Laser cutters became the new tool for shaping diamonds, the hardest 
natural material, and steel, the strongest manmade material. One of 
the uses for lasers was precision eye surgery. In 1961, just one year after 
the laser was developed, a retinal tumor was successfully destroyed in a 
person’s eye with a surgical laser.

Think about all the light energy in the universe contained in one 
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person. This is our Lord Jesus. He was the heavenly laser light emitting 
God’s radiant glory at the wavelength of His great love. Even though 
His light shone brighter than the light of all the stars in the universe, 
Jesus came to us veiled in human flesh so we could behold His glory 
with our limited sensory abilities. 

Just as light is generated and emitted, light can also be absorbed. 
In the presence of Jesus, the light of the world, the woman caught in 
adultery became spiritually alive. The light of Jesus shining on the man 
born blind restored his eyesight. Jesus continues to shine the Father’s 
glory to all people. His life is still our light. May we absorb it at our 
highest capacity and live as children of light in this dark world.


